
 
 

 
 

 
October 18, 2007 
 
Headquarters 
U. S .Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN:CECW-P (IP) 
7701 Telegraph Road 
Alexandria, VA  22315-3860 
 
Re: C-43 Project and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association/Riverwatch aka CRCA, is a river advocacy group established in 
1995. For over twelve years CRCA has worked for the protection and preservation of the Caloosahatchee River and 
the promotion of the responsible use of the river for all citizens. The C-43 West Basin Storage Reservoir will create a 
significant impact on the river’s estuarine communities; therefore, CRCA has several concerns about this project. 
 
We would like to see the following recommendations incorporated in the C-43 Reservoir Project: 
 
1) In concurrence with the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council’s 2007 letter, we also support a water 

quality treatment component in this project. The Caloosahatchee has suffered from discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee for years and doesn’t need further degradation. A water quality treatment feature would 
hopefully prevent further problems. 

 
2) We also endorse the creation of littoral areas at the corners of seepage canals to benefit habitat. 
 
3) We also concur that the native shade trees should be planted on the north rim of   the canal. 
 
4) In agreement with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Association, we feel that public access should be 

available for fishing and boating recreational activities. In addition, we advocate the use of non-motorized 
vessels on the reservoir; the use of motorized vessels limited for management purposes and/or hunting 
season. 
 

5)  The C-43 West Reservoir project will address only a fraction of the excess flow and MFL problems of the 
Caloosahatchee Estuary.  Estimates are that the cost of the reservoir's partial solution to these problems is 
approximately $1.00 per thousand gallons of excess water diverted and supplemental water provided.  At 
this level of investment and water valuation, ranches in our region could be compensated for storing the 
balance of the excess flows that will remain even after the construction of the reservoir.  Alteration of ranch 
infrastructure could be financed through TDU revenues.  Ranch participation in permanent conservation 
easements could also serve as the qualifying action for securing long-term water storage contracts.  We 
encourage the Corps to undertake a feasibility study of such an option to address the volumes of water 
beyond the scope of the current C-43 Reservoir project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Marti Daltry, President on behalf of Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association/Riverwatch  
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Tel: 863-674-5727 Efax: 561-828-8458 
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